POSTSCRIPT                               igi

of the essential liberties. We must think in terms of the individual
and not in terms of the crowd. Life is an adventure, and if all
risks are removed from it it loses its savour.

The State can be a useful servant, but makes a bad master.

All progress is made by individual human effort. Socialism,
if carried to its logical conclusion, must sap the spirit of
adventure and that individual initiative that has created the British
Commonwealth of Nations and developed the field of science and
invention.

I have seen Liberalism fall on evil days. Total war is the
antithesis to it, and is destructive of everything it stands for.

The 1914 war produced Communism, Fascism and the
Totalitarian State.

The stronger the State becomes, the greater the need for
Liberalism in its truest and broadest sense.

But this is a history of forty years of political life and not a
disquisition on political principles.

I have tried to give a correct record of my activities during that
period and an account of the persons and problems I have contacted.
I have not hesitated to write frankly about public figures I have met.
I hope I have hurt no one's feelings. But if men and women seek
publicity they must not object to criticism. I think the readers of
this book will agree that, though I have exposed man's little foibles,
I have not been ungenerous^ and have been equally ready to
discover those good qualities that I am satisfied are dominant in
public men.

3! have had many disappointments and set-backs during those
forty years, but on the whole I look back upon them with pleasure.
I have had much greater satisfaction out of my life, with all its
uncertainties, than I would have had had I been content to go
backwards and forwards to an office in security and comfort. I
hope some of my readers will be encouraged by my experiences to
enter public life and give themselves to the service of the nation.

CHAPTER    XI

POSTSCRIPT

WHEN I wrote this book I looked on.it as an obituary notice,
or at any rate, as hail and farewell. And it did look as, the end
of forty years of active political life. As I indicated in iny intro-
duction, I had visions of peace and quiet and changed pursuits*
I have always taken great interest in music, cfeaina and the arts but
had little time to go to conceits, theatres or f i'c&me galleries.